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REMARKS 

The Office Action dated January 12, 2005 has been carefully reviewed and this 
resp onse is submitted in consequence thereof. No claims have been amended, added, canceled, 
or withdrawn. Claims 1-8 remain pending. Applicants request reconsideration of the pending 
claims for allowance in view of the following remarks and arguments. 

Qgan rejectinns b -°f $ ™ 35 i^C. $10? (b) in reliance upon Sakum g al 

Claims 1-8 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. §102(b) as being anticipated by U.S. 
Patent No. 4,790,287 to Sakurai et al. Applicants respectfully traverse the rejections. 
Applicants respectfully submit that a finding of anticipation requires the disclosure in a single 
prior art reference of each element of the claim under consideration. 

Claim 1 recites, among other limitations, "a basket sealingly mounted to a valve 
cover of an engine. ..." Sakurai et al. does not disclose or teach a basket sealingly mounted to a 
valve cover of an engine. 

Rather, Sakurai et al. discloses a separator (55) that is contained within a crankcase 
chamber of a cylinder block. The examiner asserts that the separator (55) of Sakurai et al. is for 
an internal combustion engine "with a basket (57) sealingly mounted to a valve cover (53) of an 
engine." Contrary to the examiner's assertion, Sakurai et al. discloses that "a separator. . .is 
contained within the upper crankcase chamber so that the lubricant may be returned to the 
crankcase from the separator." (Col. 1, lines 49-53) Applicants submit that, as recognized by 
one of ordinary skill in the art, the crankcase chamber of an engine is located within the cylinder 
block of the engine. Accordingly, Sakurai et al. discloses the separator (55) being mounted to 
the top wall (53) of cylinder block (14). Specifically, Sakurai et al. further discloses that the 
engine (12) includes a cylinder block (14) that has a lower wall (25). Wall (25) is provided with 
a plurality of upstanding ribs (48) that are located within a valley (46). (Col. 2, lines 15-17 and 
28-29; Col. 3, lines 25-28) Sakurai et al. further discloses that the "upper end of the valley 
chamber (46) is closed by a top wall (53) of the cylinder block (14)." (Col. 3, lines 33-34) Thus, 
contrary to the examiner's assertion, the so-called "valve cover (53)" in Sakurai et al., is not a 
valve cover as would be recognized by one of ordinary skill in the art. Rather, as discussed 
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above ».»rtWN*.« W -CBrW— m-tb-P-H- <hecyUnder blocs (14). Tl.ua, 

valve cover of an engine, as recited by claim 1. 

Moreover, as illos.ra.ed by Sakorai et 1. in its FIG. 2 below, the valve cover of 
S^e t -.d 1 a,Umon,^on t opofc»Underb^( 2 7)Ude^»idof*e^^W 
Ap p,ioa»ts .espectfully snbmi. .ha. as discussed above and as flta—l by HO. 2. the separator 
(55) is mounted ro the cylinder block (14) within valley (46). 




cover 




(Fig- 2 



Thus, there is no disclosure, suggestion ox teaching by Sakurai et al. of a basket 
sealing* mounted to a valve cover of an engine. Accordingly, Applicants respectfully subm,t 
that the cited art does not anticipate claim 1 because each element of the claim is not disclosed 
by the cited art. Consequently, Applicants submit that claim 1 is patentable over the cted 
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rererer*. and App.icanrs withdraw* - *• «t— • " *— B "" ' 

a „d are lilrewfc. patentable ov« the cifcd an for a. leas, ft. abov. 

basis 1„ panics. Cain, 2 **. oil according to ctaitn , , wharem ft. ba*« 

H a L vdft ft. vaW. cover, Applican. submits, as discua-d abov. ft., 

Loses a separafor (55) ft., is contain.* wiftin a crankcas. chambar of ft. cyltn.fcrb.oc, 

Z« by on. of ordinary skill in ft. art, ft. cyUnd.r M of an is nor ft. 

forming a seal wift ft. valv. cover of the engin.. Accordingly, claim 2 is pat.nt.bly 

distinguish^ front ft. « m for at leas, these additional reasons. 

Claim 5 also includes, among other limitations, ".basket shingly mounftd to a 
v^vecover of an .ngin...." For a, fcaat ft. abov. masons that claim 1 is paftnftbl. over ft. 
ci tt d«,,c 1 aim5isaUopa..»tabl.ov CT ft.afcda rt . Cairna 6-g <fcpe«d ftc ,m - 
lMst ,h.aam.mason S .ba.c 1 .im5ispa M .^.ov«ft.ci^a«,c ta irns6.8ama.s 0 pa«n.abl. 

ova, ft. ci«d art. Accordingly, Applicant, ret^ccfutly reoueat withdrawal of the racoons. 

<^in.TisiON 

„ view of ft. above remarks and arguments. Applicant, believe ft. pending 
. ppl i.adon ia in condition for allowance. Favorable reconsideration and .ar!y allowance are 
earnestly solicited. 

Applicant believes no fee is due with this response. However, if a fee is due, please 
charge our Deposit Account No. 18-0013, under Order No. 60680-1722 from which the 
undersigned is authorized to draw. 
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